
March 16, 2011 

The latest information regarding budget cuts being proposed 

for consideration by the 82nd Texas Legislature –  

 

Both the House and Senate Committees related to the budget for FY 2012-2013 are nearing completion of 

their work.  The House committee plans to wrap up work either by the end of this week or early next week.  

The Senate committee is not far behind.  The Senate Finance Article II Subcommittee (formerly the Senate 

Medicaid Subcommittee) will finalize its budget decisions on Home & Community-based Services (HCS) by 

Friday, March 18, 2011 and is now charged with making recommendations to the full Senate Finance 

Committee.  

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 

The House Appropriations Committee considered Article II on Tuesday, March 15, 2011. 

  

Prior to voting on it, the following was noted: 

a)  $2 billion GR is being added to the health and human services budget, of which $1.8 billion of these 

'new' funds (contingent on passage of HB 275) will be used to offset/cover caseload growth in various 

programs that were not identified.   Note:  This money does nothing to fund the $1.1 billion in General 

Revenue to needed to serve persons currently in services or to prevent rate reductions from being greater 

than 10%, not to mention nothing to restore the 10% rate reductions DADS Exceptional Items #1 and #2 

respectively. 

b)  The remainder of the funds are to used as follows: 

-  Approximately $112.8 million GR is to offset reductions to funds for the safety net services. 

-  Approximately $37.2 million GR to restore relative/care giver rates under DFPS 

-  Approximately $48 million GR to add 461 FTEs  (DFPS case workers) 

  

Although several expressed concerns with the lack of funds to address provider rate cuts (in particular 

Representatives Turner, Dukes and King), the committee passed Article II, as amended.  

  

Votes: 

Ayes: Pitts (chairman), Aycock, Button, Chisum, Crownover, Darby, Gooden, Margo, Miller, Morrison, 

Patrick, Riddle, Schwertner, Shelton, Torres, Zerwas 

Nays: Turner (vice chairman), Giddings, Hochberg, Johnson, Susan King, Martinez, McClendon, Villarreal 

Present not voting: Dukes 

Absent: Eiland, Otto 
 
We encourage concerned citizens to contact members of the House Appropriations Committee who voted 
“aye” for Article II – (highlighted in red). 
 
 
 
 



March 16, 2011 

82nd Legislature - House Appropriations Committee 
 

Name Room # Phone # Fax #  Email 

Committee Office  E1.032 512.463.1091 512.463.0270   

Jim Pitts, Chair, Waxahachie 1W.02 512.463.0516 512.463.1051  Jim.Pitts@house.state.tx.us 

Sylvester Turner, V-Chair, Houston 1W.06 512.463.0554 512.463.8380  Sylvester.Turner@house.state.tx.us 

Jimmie Don Aycock, Killeen E2.710 512.463.0684 512.463.8987  Jimmie.Aycock@house.state.tx.us 

Angie Chen Button, Garland E2.504 512.463.0486 512.463.0793  Angie.Button@house.state.tx.us 

+ Warren Chisum, Pampa GW.15 512.463.0736 512.463.0211  Warren.Chisum@house.state.tx.us 

Myra Crownover, Lake Dallas 4S.02 512.463.0582 512.463.0471  Myra.Crownover@house.state.tx.us 

Drew Darby, San Angelo E1.508 512.463.0331 512.499.3978  Drew.Darby@house.state.tx.us 

+ Dawnna Dukes, Austin E1.504 512.463.0506 512.463.7864  Dawnna.Dukes@house.state.tx.us 

+ Craig Eiland, Texas City GW.05 512.463.0502 512.936.4260  Craig.Eiland@house.state.tx.us 

Helen Giddings, De Soto 1N.05 512.463.0953 512.463.5887  Helen.Giddings@house.state.tx.us 

Lance Gooden, Forney E1.324 512.463.0458 512.463.2040  Lance.Gooden@house.state.tx.us 

Scott Hochberg, Houston 4N.08 512.463.0492 512.463.5896  Scott.Hochberg@house.state.tx.us 

Eric Johnson, Dallas E1.306 512.463.0586 512.463.8147  Eric.Johnson@house.state.tx.us 

+ Susan King, Abilene E2.422 512.463.0718 512.463.0994  Susan.King@house.state.tx.us 

Dee Margo, El Paso E1.316 512.463.0728 512.463.0397  Dee.Margo@house.state.tx.us 

Armando Martinez, Weslaco E2.312 512.463.0530 5122.463.0849  Armando.Martinez@house.state.tx.us 

Ruth Jones McClendon, San Antonio 3S.02 512.463.0708 512.463.7071  Ruth. McClendon@house.state.tx.us 

Doug Miller, New Braunfels E1.314 512.463.0325 512.463.6161  Doug.Miller@house.state.tx.us 

Geanie Morrison, Victoria GS.06 512.463.0456 512.476.3933  Geanie.Morrison@house.state.tx.us 

John Otto, Dayton E2.706 512.463.0570 512.463.0315  John.Otto@house.state.tx.us 

Diane Patrick, Arlington E2.610 512.463.0624 512.463.8386  Diane.Patrick@house.state.tx.us 

Debbie Riddle, Houston E2.306 512.463.0572 512.463.1908  Debbie.Riddle@house.state.tx.us 

+ Charles Schwertner, Georgetown E2.304 512.463.0309 512.463.0049  Charles.Schwertner@house.state.tx.us 

Mark Shelton, Fort Worth E2.604 512.463.0608 512.463.8342  Mark.Shelton@house.state.tx.us 

Raul Torres, Corpus Christi E2.802 512.463.0484 512.463.7834  Raul.Torres@house.state.tx.us 

Mike Villarreal, San Antonio E1.506 512.463.0532 512.463.7675  Mike.Villareal@house.state.tx.us 

+ John Zerwas, Simonton E2.310 512.463.0657 512.236.0713  John.Zerwas@house.state.tx.us 

 
(+)  Member also of the Article II subworkgroup (Zerwas – Chair) 
 
 



March 16, 2011 

The Senate Finance Article II Subcommittee (formerly the Senate Medicaid Subcommittee) will finalize its budget 

decisions on Home & Community-based Services (HCS) by Friday, March 18, 2011 and is now charged with making 

recommendations to the full Senate Finance Committee.  

 

 

The Texas Senators on the Finance Article II Subcommittee: 
 
Sen. Judith Zaffirini     512-463-0121 
 
Sen. Juan Hinojosa      512-463-0120 
 
Sen. John Whitmire       512-463-0115 
 
Sen. Jane Nelson           512-463-0112 
 
Sen. Tommy Williams      512-463-0104 
 
Sen. Bob Deuell                 512-463-0102 
 
Sen. Kevin Eltife               512-463-0101 

 
 
82nd Legislature - Senate Finance Committee 
 

Senate Finance Room #         Phone #    Fax #  Email 

Committee Office  E1.036 512.463.0370 512.463.0370  

Steve Ogden, Chair, College Station GE.4  512.463.0105  512.463.5713  steve.ogden@senate.state.tx.us 

+Juan Hinojosa, V-Chair, McAllen 3E.12 512.463.0120 512.463.0229 juan.hinojosa@senate.state.tx.us 

+ Bob Deuell, Greenville E1.704 512.463.0102 512.463.7202 bob.deuell@senate.state.tx.us 

Robert Duncan, Lubbock 3E.10 512.463.0128 512.463.2424 robert.duncan@senate.state.tx.us 

+Kevin Eltife, Tyler 3E.16 512.463.0101 512.475.3751 kevin.eltife@senate.state.tx.us 

Craig Estes, Wichita Falls 3E.8 512.463.0130 512.463.8874 craig.estes@senate.state.tx.us 

Eddie Lucio, Jr., Brownsville 3E.18 512.463.0127 512.463.0061 eddie.lucio@senate.state.tx.us 

+ Jane Nelson, Lewisville 1E.5 512.463.0112 512.463.0923 jane.nelson@senate.state.tx.us 

Dan Patrick, Houston 3S.3 512.463.0107 512.463.8810 dan.patrick@senate.state.tx.us 

Kel Seliger, Amarillo E1.606 512.463.0131 512.475.3733 ken.seliger@senate.state.tx.us 

Florence Shapiro, Addison 1E.3 512.463.0108 512.463.7579 florence.shapiro@senate.state.tx.us 

 Royce West, Dallas 1E.12 512.463.0123 512.463.0299 royce.west@senate.state.tx.us 

+John Whitmire, Houston 1E.13 512.463.0115 512.475.3737 john.whitmire@senate.state.tx.us 

+Tommy Williams, Beaumont GE.7 512.463.0104 512.463.6373 tommy.williams@senate.state.tx.us; 

+ Judith Zaffirini, Laredo 1E.14 512.463.0121  512.475.3738  judith.zaffirini@senate.state.tx.us 

 
(+)  Member also of the Article II subworkgroup (Nelson – Chair) 



March 16, 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
Address for all House Members:   Address for all Senate Members:   
 
The Honorable Full Name     The Honorable Full Name 
Texas House of Representatives    Texas Senate 
P.O. Box 2910      P.O. Box 12068-Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910     Austin, Texas 78711 
 
Dear Representative Last Name:    Dear Senator Last Name: 
 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

 


