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If you are inclined to comment by phone regarding the proposed reduction to Texas Health & Human Services Commission (HHSC) funding for Texas Medicaid Waiver Programs (such as HCS and CLASS) you may contact members of the Texas Senate and Texas House of Representatives representing your district.  To determine who represents you, go to www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us and type in your zip code.  A contact list for zip code 77339 is attached.


Suggested script for phone call to Senators/Representatives:


My name is _____Name_____________ from ____Town_____, in Harris County.  My son/daughter/relative, _____Name_____________, receives Home and Community-based Services (HCS) from Village Learning & Achievement Center in Kingwood.  This program helps to keep ________Name_____________ from being placed in a state school.   Village has proven to the state they can provide quality, community-based services at a substantial savings to the state as compared with the cost to provide services at state schools.
________Name_____________ and my family rely on these vital services.  I encourage you to consider very carefully the fact that, if HCS providers get any more cuts to their reimbursement rates, some, if not most, will be forced to close their doors.  If Village closes, where will our relatives get the much-needed services they need to live and work in their own communities?  Village employs over 100 people, who work, live, pay taxes, and vote in your district.  My family and I pay taxes and vote in your district.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are not asking for a handout.  I urge you to please find a way to come up with the necessary money to fund these essential programs in your area.  Our loved one’s lives depend on it.  We depend on it. The community depends on it. It’s the right thing to do and the alternative, state schools, cost significantly more per person to operate than delivering community-based services HCS providers.
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